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UBC in 1946: The Return of the Vets 

The article below, from the Montreal Standard, offers an interesting look at UBC just after the Second 

World War, when a small provincial university suddenly had to cope with the influx of thousands of 

returning veterans, many of them married with young children.  The article, published on October 26, 

1946, describes the arrival of hundreds of former army huts which were turned into labs and 

classrooms, and the establishment of Acadia and Fort Camps to house married students: effectively the 

first student residences on the UBC campus.   

The Montreal Standard was a weekly pictorial supplement published with the Montreal Star.  The 

Standard sought to appeal to a wide variety of interests, and included pictures of film stars and bathing 

beauties.  Author of the article about UBC was Canadian journalist Zoe Bieler (1915-91), whose story is 

told in Writing Against the Wind: A Mother’s Life History (1999), a biography by her daughter Caroline B. 

Brettell.  

   

 

In the reproduction of the article that follows, we have omitted page 9, which is a full-page 

advertisement for Kellogg’s All-Bran. 
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